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From the JR train station- take the JR Nagasaki Line to Saga Station; 10 minutes
by taxi to the museum

By bus- get on at the Saga Station Bus Center, ride the Saga Shiei Bus towards
Saga University and Nishi Yoka (or Higashi Yoka) or the Nishitetsu Bus towards
Nishitetsu Kurume Station, Nishitetsu Yanagawa Station, and Kurume Shin Ai
Jyogakuin and get off at Gofuku Motomachi bus stop; the museum is about a
minute from the stop

By car- 30 minutes from the Nagasaki Expressway Saga Yamato Intérchange '
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Every Monday (the following day if that Monday falls on a Holiday)
The day after a national holiday (except for Saturday and Sunday)
December 29 ~ January 3 for organizing materials and documents
Preparation period and clean up period for the Saga Castle Town Doll Festival
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* Forasmall fee, The old Koga Residence and The old Fukuda Residence can
be rented out. For further information please visit the Saga City Office
homepage.
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To this day, there are 7 invaluable historical buildings that remain in Saga that
serve as a city asset to introduce to future generations and are equipped and
open for public viewing.
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The Koga Bank was established in Meiji 18 (1885) by Zenpei Koga who was a
currency exchange dealer and grew to the point where it was considered to be
one of the top 5 banks in Kyushu. The bank was forced to close due to the crisis
in Taisho 15 (1926). Today, however, it has been restored to its original state
in Taisho 5 (1916).
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Built in Meiji 17 (1884), this is the home of businessman, Zenpei Koga who was
the founder of Koga Bank. Although a merchant’s home, it is a rare residence
in that it was built in the style of a samurai’s residence.

Itis said that Marquis Shigenobu Okuma stayed at the Koga residence whenever
he would return to Saga. There are pictures taken at that time displayed inside
the history museum.
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During the Edo era, this building was a wholesale business owned by the
common soldier Isuke Takayanagi. Originally located in the town of Imashuku,
this building was moved to its current location in Heisei 5 (1993) due to a road
expansion project. Among the remaining merchant’s residences of the former
Saga Castle Town, this is said to be the oldest of its kind.
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Established in Meiji 15 (1882) as Sansho Company that conducts businesses
similar to that of a bank by the Feudal Retainer of Saga Domain, this building
presents gabled roofs and a kura (traditional Japanese storehouse) style
exterior. The Sansho Company became an official bank in Meiji 18 (1885), but
went bankrupt in Meiji 26 (1893) due to the financial crisis of the time.
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Home of the businessman Keishiro Fukuda who was active from the end of the
Meiji era through the Taisho era into the Showa era, this home was built in
Taisho 7 (1918) in the modern Japanese architectural style. It gives a glimpse of
the elegance of architectural techniques used at the time.

Today, it is the home of the Saga Nishiki Promotion Council where live
demonstrations are held. Here you can also experience hand-weaving “Saga
Nishiki (form of brocading from Saga).”
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The buildings on this plot of land are made up of residences and northern and
southern kura (traditional Japanese storehouses). Overlooking the Urajyuken
River, the three storied southern kura is invaluable with its earthen walls.

Itis said that during the Kansei era, Jyusuke Morinaga began manufacturing tobacco
under the commission of the feudal domain. Produced in the Meiji era, the tobacco
“Fuji no kemuri” which Shigenobu Okuma was known to have loved was reputed to
have a better aroma than the “Tengu” tobacco popularin Tokyo at the time.
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This building was built in Taisho 10 (1921) by Kameichi Hisatomi, a footwear
business owner as “Hisatomi Footwear Shop.” The store which also manufactured
geta has a workshop at the back of the store and grew to the point that it was
considered to be one of the largest footwear businesses in the prefecture. The
wooden sign that reads “hakimono tonya (Footwear Business)” from right to left
that hangs inside the store even to this day is reminiscent of that time.
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Builtin Meiji 18 (1885), the same year Koga Bank opened; this building was used
as an office building of the bank. When Koga Bank was relocated and newly
constructed, the building was used as a rent house in Meiji 39 (1906) until
Showa 3 (1928) when Koga Bank went bankrupt and this building became the
property of the Nakamura household. Beginning with the Koga Bank, this
building also possesses a long historical lineage.
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This center is dedicated to displaying and selling traditional local products and
spreading information on Ko Yugai Baisao, the father of “The Way of the
Sencha” who was born in Saga. Inside the center which is decorated with
traditional Saga crafts, you can enjoy a Sencha Set which includes drinking
Ureshino tea from a cup made from Arita porcelain.
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