he Western Capital

Connected to the World

The government of Dazaifu had the role of hosting
delegations from foreign countries and trading
with them, on behalf of the capital. A capital to
act as a stage for guest formalities (ceremonies to
welcome foreign delegations) of an international
standard was needed. Although the area already
had fortresses (Mizuki/Ono-jo/ Kii-jo) modeled
after the capital of the Baekje Kingdom (one of
the ancient nations of the Korean Peninsula),
using the fortresses as outer walls, set a
govemment offices in the north and constructing
Suzaku Road in the center, The area was tumed into
"the western capital”, Dazaifu.

The Western g heuyana Kie
Fortress Ruins
@ o . e

Exiled nobles from Baekje directe

‘ a ltal the construction of these fortresses

in 665, as protection from the Tang

and Silla dynasties. Later, they also

Connected tO the \x/ Orld were used as storage places for foods.
such as rice grain.

Witness the historical breadth of
this ancient western capital city by visiting

its many important sites. Dazaifu Government

- Welcoming :_..__=

Forelgn Delegatlons

Foreign delegations first arrived at the guesthouse “Tsukushi no
Murotsumi” (also known as Korokan), the ancient guesthouse in

A

The Western Capital of Ancient Japan
~Exchange Hub with East Asia~

Do you know?

DA ZAIFU

coastal Fukuoka, and then headed for Dazaifu.

They were accommodated in Kyaku-kan (The Guesthouse) in
Dazaifu for diplomatic protocols and parties in the Dazaifu
Government Office. Luxurious meals were provided, served with
the highest quality of tableware from Japan and the Tang and
Silla dynasties, while music played. Sometimes tea parties, which
originated during the Tang era, were held.

irected
tresses

Office Ruins

Fortress Ruins

Temple Ruins
This collection of defensive bulwarks . performed there.
and moats was built in 664. It had an In the mid=8th century, H hichii
east and west gate, both serving as provineial temples, called ow Shichiju
doorways Lo domestic and foreign Kokubunji. were l’y'““ all
lands. over Japan by Emperor

Shomu,  who  built  the
Todaiji Temple in Nara.

Foundation Stones of Shichijunot;

(Seven - story pagoda)

m

Mizuki Fortress East Gate KoRLpHTHG K s
Mizuki Fortress Ruins Chikuzen Kokubunji Temple Ruins

@ Dazaifu Fureai Museum

Onojo fortress Ruins

stoty pagoda) in Kokubunji
Id have appeared.

The 1/10scale
model of the
=Shichijunoto is exhibited
in the Dazaifu
Fureai Museum.

i The governmental office was the nucleus of Dazaifu

. . & { oo onev ol : >
M|ZUk| Chikuzen Kokub"’~ ‘i which had jurisdiction in ancient Kyushu and
?‘J handled Japanese military alfairs and diplomac

Government affairs and formalities  were also

noto (Seven-

Back of Dazaifu Government Office ~ Front of Dazaifu Government Office

Kanzeonji Temple

This was the most important temple in ancient
Kyushu. It was built by Emperor Tenji. in

died in 661.

Bonsho Bell ationartreasure)
The scholar, Sugawara no Michizane, wrote
about this bellin his poem “Mon wo Idezu”. The N Lti s 3 useum

bell is still used today, and rings as clearly as it

did in ancient times.

e

Mizuki Fortress West Gate Dazaifu Government Office Ruins

15min_ o Mikasa-gawa River
~ o ,
10 min - ' ;’
QO
Enok|sha Shrine &
(South Hall Site) 2
o)

15min - tsmn
. 4 ~ Kyakukan
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Guesthouse Site

Kazeonji Temple
Kaidan'in Temple

Dazaifu Gakkoin Site

site

Public servants trained at this
educational institution. A Tang
Dynasty era portrait of Confucius

N _
mme"“m el Kiijo fortress Ruins
v

o

Visiting Collections from Kanzeonji Temple

Treasure

b - (500 yen/ Open year-round)
e : Clel |t Inside is stored collected cultural
! ] , l C I = ill‘li.['ill‘lsfllll. Buddhist art of

Experience the culture and artifacts collected
by the Western Capital through exchange
with foreign countries.

. . TShTatk e of ,huké,ke, ﬁaké: gw non
€ Kannon has been considered as the
Dazalfu Furea' Museum principal image of the Kanzeonji Temple !

(Free / Closed on Mondays) auditorium.

This museum sits at the center of “History Height: 517.0¢m
Road”, connecting Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine Nt‘lllfri(*d and restored in 1992
to the Mizuki Fortress Ruins.

Chikuzen Kokubunji Ruins

Replicas of the gargoyle tiles at the Dazaifu (Free / Closed on Mondays)
Government Office and Chikuzen Kokubunji Here on exhibit are the remains s f
Temple were used to restore the ancient roof. of ancient structures and Dazaifu Tenmangu
9 artifacts discovered in Dazaifu. Shrine’s Museum
Can you spot the gargoyle tile?
This replica is located on the  Dazaifu Government T 4
Office Ruins < Nishitetsu Dazaitu 9
w::tOsﬁézeo?eiﬁ?oGrzfelfnn%g:ﬁ Kanzeonji Temple ~ NISPItetsu Dazaifu Kyushu National Museum
Office Ruins. o & Dﬂzalfu Tenmangu
: Dazaifu Exhibition Hall A Shr‘ine's MUSCUﬂ'\
T, Mikasagawa River House
Nishitetsu Tofuromae 9 fou (a00yen ClosedbonMondays)
= About 50,000 cultural artifacts are stored and exhibited here. They
include treasures related Lo Sugawara no Michizane, as well as a Tang

Enokisha Shrine
(South Hall Site)

Reconstructed model ofthe South Gate
of the Dazaifu Government Office
Photographs:Kyushu National Museum

Photo credit :SYSTEM RECO, Y.K.

ouse

lvDazaifu Fureai Museum DGZGIfU EXhlblTlOﬂ HG" Kamiaie Shrine

Daszu Gakkom -

Kaidan'in Templ
Part of Kanzeonji Temple. Buddhisl
students came here to become official
priests. This ceremony was [irst performed
in 753, by the Great Tang Monk, Ganjin.

was housed here.

&"OO"LU Statue of

ikokuten
The oldest and largest Daikokuten
(Mahakala: the god of Wealth) in Japan,
with its characteristically angry face.

Height: 171.8¢m

Late Heian era

f( dest
Daikokuten
in apan 3

oden Bato (Horse H {anno
People believe that the kannon crushes suffenng
and various crimes and eats up worldly desires like
a horse eats grass.

Height: 503.0cm

Sculpted between 1128~1131

I)\'nus(,\ calligraphic work (Kan-en) that is a National Treasure.

Known as the “Far Government Office”,
Dazaifu became a window to the Silk
Road. The museum iptroduces the rich
international culture and artifacts.

Kyushu National Museum

(430yen for entry to the Cultural Exchange
Exhibition Room / Closed on Mondays)

The museum features a cultural interchange between
Japan and other Asian countries.

You can touch the replica model of a load
carried by the envoy's ship to the Tang
Dynasty.
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memory of his mother, Empress Saimei, who

Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine

Kyushu National

Dazaifu was the Western Capital
of Ancient Japan***

Many people remember "Heijokyo" of Nara and "Heiankyo"
of Kyoto as the ancient Japanese capitals.

But there was also a capital-like city at Dazaifu in western Japan.
We would like to introduce Dazaifu as the 'Western
Capital' of ancient Japan which was established as the
exchange hub for East Asia.

[Dazaifu (K%EHT), Dazaifu (KEH)]

Dazaifu (X=/) meant the government office in this area in
ancient times. After the Middle Ages, Dazaifu (K=EAT)
became the name of the area.

[Tsukushi(3%), Chikuzen (5#1) ]
These are the past names of the Fukuoka region.

[Tsukushi no Murotsumi(31%8E), Korokan (FBESE) ]
Tsukushi no Murotsumi(also known as Korokan) was the
ancient guesthouse in coastal Fukuoka.

= (Gyeongju)
B

- ‘
Yaay .‘.

Yuezhou

Tsukushi-no-r

Tracing the Route of the
Foreign Delegations

Retrace the path of the foreign delegates
along Suzaku Road, from the guesthouse
to the Government Office.

Suzakumon Gate Foundation .
Stone

This is thought to be the
foundation stone of the South
Gate, in the governor's quarters.

Its weight is 7.5 tons.

Enokisha Shrine
(South Hall Site)

Highly-ranked public servants from
the capital resided here. Today, the
shrine is dedicated to Jomyoni, who
took care of Sugawara no Michizane.

)
Nishitetsu Tofuromae

Mizuki fortress
West Gate

© This served as the entrance from the
coastal guesthouse to Dazaifu.

*5 minutes on foot from JR Mizuki Station.
1 minute on foot from the Mizuki Nishimon Ato community bus stop.

1300 years ago

The ountry which prospered most in Asia was China during the
Tang Dynasty. Japan sent envoys to the Tang Dynasty many

times and obtained a lot of cultural assets and advanced
infoimation to use in its development of the country.

Heijokyo, ancient Nara, was modeled on “Chang’an” the capital city
of the Tang Dynasty. Awata no Mahito, who was one of the

enveys who actually saw “Chang’an” the capital of Tang, got
invoved in the construction. When Heijokyo was under construction,
Awata no Mahito was appointed Governor of Dazaifu
and 1e also built a capital like city there.

Dazaifu Government
Office Ruins

At this  cenlralized, palatial — institution,
messengers {rom the Imperial Court and public
servants of Dazaifu met with foreign delegales.

Japan Heritage

|

About Japan Heritage

Each region has its own unique history and historic spots, such
as old buildings, townscapes and traditional events. The
Japanese government nominates treasured stories combined
with certain cultural assets as Japan Heritages, which tell of the
culture and history of Japan. In April 2015, the first eighteen

Japan Heritages were born. The story of the history of Dazaifu

in Fukuoka entitled “The Western Capital of Ancient Japan

~ Exchange Hub with East Asia ~”" was one of them.

This pamphlet was created for people to learn about Dazaifu, which has
been selected as a Japan Heritage site. Along with the app and website, it
supports your trip to Dazaifu. Try out the app at the actual sites, you will
see..!? Please enjoy the exciting experience of the Western Capital.

o o Ve
s N A

International influences seen in the Decorative
Patterns of Dazaifu
: The floral patterns were

stron%ly influenced by
la culture.

the S

Palmette patterns, which were
designed from widened palm
leaves in fan-like shapes,
originated in the ancient orient.

3 An eave tile with lotus pattern. A
o s aphS: similar dgsilcin is seen in roof tiles
Kyushu Historical Museum Kyushg National Museun Of the Heijokyu Palace.

< 4 Photo credit : Kikuo Oka

Similarities can be observed between the
faces on the gargoyle tiles and the lion
. images of the Tang Dynasty.

Nishitetsu Dazaifu

Kanzeonji Temple

Groups performed international court dances
and music here. [Us believed that such
aroups performed for delegations since 686.

Mikasa-gawa River

| 2

peOY NYezng

Start of £ , Mask for Bugaku
Japanese ¢ Court Dances and Music
Hospitality, Kamakura Era
Important Cultural Asset

>

Kyakukan Guesthouse Site

Foreign delegations were accommodated here during the Nara and at the
beginning of Heian eras. Tableware of the highest grade. from Japan,

10min China. and Korea. were found here, revealing the quality of hospitality.
s | Nishitetsu  Nara Sansai
L Futsukaichi pottery
Smin ih : :
min - 15min Metal Bowl (Sahari Bronze ware)
Photographs:
i r Imperial Household Agency
g ‘ ‘ e {utsuckalcm)Onsen %fj;ifg‘Hh:uuiZ“O‘“
; i '53-) Hot Spring
15min |
2 | Records show that public servants ¢
c:j“‘e - - ] e | and Buddhlstpnests took their v ; e’
nearest bus stop of the community ’5‘ Mahoroba e baths here. Nara anonaJ Research Institute for Cultural Properties
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Dazaifu Exhibition Hall
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Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine

l\flshltetsu Dazaifu e hXushu National
useum

Kanzeonji Temple

Dazaifu Government gdan inTemple

O Dazaifu Gakkoin Site

“Nishitetsu Gojo

K EnoktshaShrme;
15 80800 foan . D (South Hall Sl

Kyakuka
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0 Gugst ouse Site

JR Tofuro Minami
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Nisitesu Fusukaichi+—— 01,0 the Japan Heritage,

Dazaifu

|14 ‘Dézéifu Jobo Srte (Areashaded) - Nishitetsu Mh@@ki

Find the QR code sticker
on the direction board
and have even more fun!

JAPAN HERITAGE JR Futsukaichi
AV E RS i

SCAN HERE TO
DOWNLOAD
3% Use of the application is free of charge,

however, mobile packet charges for
download or use may cost you.

Accessw
Map

Nishitetsu Futsukaichi

The Western Capital of Ancient Japan

[IME TRIP

The navigation function for visiting historical
sites and cultural assets.

Get the app |01 112€ and roam
ancient Dazaifu, the western capital.

=

Chikushi -

JR Chikuho Main Li

i Maifi Line

Tosu.

@ Fukuoka Ail’pOI’t * 50 minutes by Fukuoka City Subway and Nishitetsu Omuta Line

* 30 minutes by taxi

« 27 minutes from the International Terminal by bus bound for

Dazaifu

@ JR Hakata Station 42 minutes by Fukuoka City Subway and Nishitetsu Omuta Line

40 minutes by taxi
+42 minutes from Hakata Bus Terminal
Dazaifu

JR Futsukaichi Station - 15 minutes by taxi

NIShItetSll Fukuoka Station  -30minutes by Nishitetsu Omuta Line Download on the [N
(T ' App Store

enjin)

Nishitetsu Futsukaichi Station ° +8 minutes by Nishitetsu Dazaifu Line GETTON
ZW minutes by taxi via Fukuoka Urban E Toll road -
. Hakata Whart hourand 7r¥1mutes by Nishitetsu blusé%e?\lsgﬁ%ét?u Trgg“% Omuta Line. =55k [x] Scan here to download
EI.%

+7 minutes by taxi

& /0* A

by bus bound for

" Commemorative
photos
at the sites

Routes for :
the configuration of
7 cultural assets #

2 Use of the application is free of charge, however,
mobile packet charges for download or use may cost you.

This guide is foldable and handy for traveling!

1 Cutalong the dotted lines. 2 Fold in halfso the inside Download the e-book and you can use the app while traveling.

Bage bt b?fa“‘”QOUT" You can access more information than this pamphlet.

Enjoy your trip with the convenient functions of the e-book.

Western Capital

sncctes o he Workd

pamphlet.

4 Complete to make a handy

Enjoy your trip
with the convenient
functions
of the e-book!

Complete!

»%Use of the application is free of charge, however

mobile packet charges for download or use may cost you.

Dazaifu City Japan Heritage Utilization Council  1-1-1Kanzeonji, Dazaifu city, Fukuoka, Japan 818 - 0198

(Dazaifu City Education Committee Department of Cultural Assets)

TEL092-921-2121
http://www.dazaifu-japan-heritage.jp

" Accumulation of
Advanced

Cultures

through the

admiring plu

Blossoming

Culture

Experience the culture of this ancient western capital. Alop Mt Homan (829m). ~ The goddess of marriage,
Enjoy the same nature and seasonal events

as the poets and nobles of the Nara and

A Plum blossom party
recorded in Japan

Afamous collection of poems,
called Man'yoshu, tells of an
elegant party held by the
governor of Dazaifu, Otomo
no Tabito in 730. His guests
wrote poetry while admiring

People with cultural skills and knowledge were required to properly treat
important foreign visitors in the Western Capital, Dazaifu. New cultures grew

of Japanese poetry, was introduced here as a new cultural pastime, through
After that, along with the legends related to Sugawara no Michizane, plum

blossoms became known as the flowers of Dazaifu, and were widely
admired by people.

Dazaifu was an international city, where people from
other areas in Japan and abroad gathered, and it was
filled with many products. Overseas influences are
observed in the design of roof and floor tiles. Today, the

collected cultural artifacts found in the Western Capital,

. Dazaifu, can be seen in the museums of the city, Kanzeonji
Temple and Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine.

cultural exchange of such people. 'Waka', a 31 syllable style

m blossoms, which came to Japan from the Chinese continent.

[

' Mt. Homan

In ancient times. people praying for safe voyage o the
Tang Dynasty, along with other religious services,
were performed in this mountain. Nowadays it's

visited by many hikers.

Kamado Shrine

approximately 2 hourshike  Tamayori-hime, is enshrined

- from Kamado Shrine, stands  here. ‘So this shrine is popular
Helan eras Once dld- theUpperSanctuary. among young Wom%ne In

mid-November, beautifully
colored leaves can be seen,

Dazaifu Plum Blossoms i recior it

Dazaifu is famous for its plum blossoms. There
are about 6,000 trees al Dazaifu Tenmangu
Shrine. The best season to see the 200 or so
varieties of red and white blossoms is [rom
mid-February through the beginning of March.
: ; Mt. Homan
’ ‘ Kamado Shrine

the plum blossoms, which _FE Dazaifu
were from China. nonkan ROﬂll Tenmangu Shrine
The Autumn Festival procession follows this \ .
road  between  Tenmangu  Shrine  and Sl TR .
. . Enokisha Shrine. Along the way. drioms and b
’D]'aszku Tenma};qukAuEmn F;STIVG'I Dazaifu Goverament bells sound. making the distinetive “Don” :
. . and “Kan™ sounds. - (e =
INKO-SNIKI FesTIval Office Ruins Nishitetsu Dazaifu
5 R R} ..
Light of the Ancient Kanzeonji Temple & . 4
CﬁP'm' ’ : Dazaifu’s sEeciaIty, Umegae-mochi
This event, called Koto no Hikari, = These rice cakes are filled with azuki bean paste,
is held in the - " - . then baked. The imprint of a plum blossom can
In the evening, candlelight Mikasagawa River x be seen on them.
¢ illuminates many parts of the city. o
The ghost of Sugawara no ; Donkan Ro‘aﬁdo'“‘ﬁ . * s
Michizane is said to be carried Eé?ﬂﬁhﬁaﬁg:%ee ‘,“a DGZGIfU Tenmangu Shr‘lne
in a Mikoshi (portable shrine) At P i The grave of Sugawara no Michizane, a famous scholar and
along Donkan Road during an . P pY s . politician, lies under this Shrine. He was exiled to Dazaifu from
: ML um w1h6Peta[s i G I
event called Jinko-shiki. The N.Shztetgi} ‘3650 Kyoto in 901, and died in 903. But his talent is still attracting

Tonokoga no Tobﬂme

procession  travels to  Enokisha Tonokoaa Flving Plum
Shrine, where he lived his last years. { ga rlying )

Nishitetsu

OX
DO . .
e
SSECBFl  History of Dazaifu
2 wse
> £ Q
) Q =)
E%@ 661 The Empress Saimei died in Tsukushi.
c -
= -8 662 Emperor Tenji dispatched troops to
o8 restore Baekje
Py
;22@ 663
Ealat
Do
33 s .
gmﬁg 664 Mizuki fortress was built.
s%‘%? 665 Onojo and Kiijo fortresses were built.
=
&
-
@ 5 689 Dazaifujobo (Grid based city) was
constructed around this time.
& U S designated as

ue|

718 Dazaifu Government Office was
builtaround this time.

Q

730 Otomo no Tabito hosted Baika no En
(plum blossom party).

732 Kyakukan guesthouse was built
around this time.

e[|IS pajiun ayL

‘eigeleN

741  After this, Chikuzen kokubunji
Temple was built.

746  Kanzeonji Temple was completed.

753 Ganjin (Jian-zhen), the Great Tang
Monk presided over Jukai,the lay
Buddhist ordination ceremonies at
Kanzeonji Temple.

Saicho prayed for the success of the
voyage to the Tang Dynasty on
Mt. Homan.

Kukai stayed in Dazaifu after
returning from Tang Dynasty.

Sugawara no Michizane was
demoted to Dazaifu.

903 Sugawara no Michizane died.
Later, Dazaifu Tenmangu
was built.

R
>

HBuos

1101 Jinko Eventat Dazaifu Tenmangu
Shrine started.

034105

¢

V‘ Futﬁjkafcm (Star Festival Party)

people’s veneration.

Dazaifu Tenmangu Events Tobiume aising prum tree

Many traditional events. which originated. fri the Tobiume is beside the main shrine. The legend says the tree loved
Many B ]"f 1lona ,‘\‘ s, \\ lich —origmated trom  the Sugawara no Michizane so much that it flew to Dazaifu overnight from
Imperial Court during the Heian era, came (o be celebrated the capital(Kyoto) to follow after him. It tells of the coming spring
in Dazaifu as well. One such event is the Kyokusui no En,

vhead of some other plum trees on the premis

where poems are written beside a stream.

Tanabatano En Kyokusuino En
(Poetry Writing and
Water Party)

Zangikuno En
(Late Chrysanthemums Party)
-

Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine Jinko Event
Every September, people who dress as if they
have come out of a Heian Emaki (picture

. scroll), come out in parades. The festival has

- been heldsince 1101.

Dazaifu Government Office Ruins
and Kyakukan Guesthouse Site

Thenudeus ofthe governmentoffice of Dazaifu
- which had jurisdiction over the Western Capital

and ancientKyushu. m

Onojo Fortress Ruins
A mountain fortress which protected the north

: -+ of the Wester Capital. The fortress was jointly
built by Japanese along with the exiled Baekje

(ancientKorean) people in 665.

Mizuki Fortress Ruins

Along and tall castle wall which protéded the
northwest of the Westem Capital. The wall is
1.2km in len%th and seems to have had an

outermoatfull of water. U'SH |
Kanzeonji Temple, Kaidan’in Temple
The temple holds a memorial seice for
Empress Saimei in Tsukushi region who died in

661. Its cultural assets representing ancient
£ Kyushu are unmissable!

Traditional Events of Dazaifu
Tenmangu Shrine

Many events held in Dazaifu came from the
Imperial Courtin the Heian era. "Kyokusui no
En” (drinking and poetry writing ceremony
® beside astream) held every March is famous.

Man’yoshu Tsukushi Kadan

Man'yoshu (collection of Ten Thousand
leaves), the oldest existing collection of
Japanese poetry was also known as
Tsukushi Kadan. It contains many poems
¢ related to Tsukushi and Dazaifu.

Dazaifu Jobo site

The Westen Capital was plotted on a grid,
= which was a feature of capltal cities, and was
called "Tenkano Ichi Tokai” (One ofthe major
== (itiesinthe Country).

Chikuzen Kokubunji Temple Ruins
The temple is one of the Kokubunji Temples
(provindil temples) built by the Emperor Shomu
all over Japan in the 8th centry. A sevensstory
pagoda’s foundation and comerstones

remain. ‘

Dazaifu Gakkoin Site
An educational institution which trained public

servants. Children of officials of Kyushu were
taught here.

Kando (National Road)

These straight roads passed through the West

Gate and East Gate of Mizuki fortress. It was

- related to the Japanese capital and foreign
countries including the Silk Road.

. Archeological location site of
the Corps Seals

The existence of the garrison of Mikasa and
~ Oka corps located in Chikuzen was clarified by
- thediscovery ofthe official seals.

Hannyaji Temple Ruins

It's an ancient temple having an orlgm

¥ older than the Kanzeonji Temple. The
B foundation stone for the central pillar and

_ the seven-story stone pagoda still remain.

Kokubu Tile Kiln Site

It's said that the roof tiles for Chikuzen
Kokubunji Temple were produced here. The
kiln cannot be seen now, but the scenery is
beautiful every season of the year. @

South Hall Site

The former site of a resident building where
Sugawara no Michizane lived for 2 years from
k901, Theressashnneforworshxpngomyom
who originated the “Umegae-mochi” (baked
rice cakes, which is a speciality of Dazaifu).

Mt. Homan
The mountain which rises northeast of Dazaifu.
Rituals were performed from ancient times.
People praye(f for the safety of the voyages to
the Tang Dynasty here.

Dazaifu Plum Blossoms

- Dazaifu and plums, which came from the
Chinese continent, have a deep connection.
Many people visit Dazaifu every year in the
season of plum blossoms.

Bonsho Bell

The oldest Japanese Bonsho Bell is at Kanzeon!]
Temple. It was made at the end of the 7t
century, and Sugawara no Michizane also

listened to its sound. National Treasure

Dazaifu Tenmangu Shrine

. The mausoleum owned by Sugawara no A

. Michizane who died in Dazaifu in 903. This St abOUt CUIturaI Assets!
i shrinewas stronglyinfluenced bya 1000 years . SFFano ) sxuse of the application is free of charge,however,mobile
{ of Dazaifu culture. o packet charges for download or use may cost you.




